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PREFACE. 



THE following Sermon preached extempore from notes, and written 
afterwards from recollection, is given to the public at the request of 
many who heard it. The Author is utterly unable to convey, either by 
his pen, or by word of mouth, his conception of the imminent dangers 
which threaten, not his own beloved Church merely, but the cause of 
truth at large. He is aware that some have wished he had taken a 
more encouraging view of the state of things but he is sincerely con 
vinced that it would be only flattery and delusion. And believing as 
he does, that the chief danger arises from the supineness even of pious 
people on this subject, and the incredulity of the public at large re 
specting the insidious progress of Romanism in every direction, he 
confesses that were it in his pow r er, he would rather create a panic on 
the subject than allay it ! Humanly sp eaking, the preservation of the 
nation and of the Church from the dominion of Rome, and that at no 
distant day, depends upon adequate exertion on the part of all who 
know the value of the blessings which are at stake and this exertion 
will never be made until the country is aroused to a sense of the im 
pending danger. May it please GOD to bless this humble effort to de 
fend His truth to explode error and to exhibit the faithfulness of 
His prophetic word ! 
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SERMON 



2. THESSALONIANS ii. 7. 



For the Mystery of Iniquity doth already work, 



- 



ST. PAUL in a former Epistle to the Thessalonian Church, had written 
in such vigorous and urgent language relative to the approach of the 
second glorious personal appearing of CHRIST, that the Christians there 
had imbibed a stronger impression on the subject than he had intended : 
and it became necessary for him to address a second Epistle to them 
more clearly defining his meaning. To this circumstance we are 
indebted for the remarkable prophecy now before us a prophecy even 
then beginning to be fulfilled which has ever since been receiving 
additional accomplishment, and which looks yet onward and forward 
until the LORD JESUS CHRIST shall appear in glory for its final 
consummation. 

The prophet for so we must call the Apostle assures the converts 
at Thessalonica, that before the final Advent of the MESSIAH to judge 
and reign, a great defection and apostacy must take place that there 
would exist for a while an impediment to the development of this 
mystery that when that obstacle should be removed, the evil thing 
would become apparent would rise and prevail, and would continue 
until CHRIST should come in person to destroy it. We have no hesi 
tation in affirming in common with the vast majority of sound, spiritual 
and orthodox commentators that this mystery of iniquity is the great 
corruption of the Church of CHRIST that this " man of sin and son of 
perdition," its personal head and representative is, the dynasty of the 
Popedom established and maintained by the lying wonders of Satan, 
and to be destroyed only by the Hand of Omnipotence the hand of 
the returning and glorified IMMAXUEL. 
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To establish and illustrate these great truths will be the design of 
the present discourse : and in our investigation may the Spirit of GOD 
descend upon us, opening our eyes to see and understand the Scriptures, 
and making them the power of God to our souls ! 

The words of the text appear to contain the essence of the whole 
prophecy, and naturally suggest an easy distribution of the subject. 

I. TlIE MYSTERY OF INIQUfTY I II. THE PERIOD OF ITS DE 
VELOPMENT " the Mystery of Iniquity doth already work." 

I. Observe this evil thing of which I am about to speak is a 
"MYSTERY:" that is, something hidden, covert, concealed whose 
approaches are not open, as those of a fair antagonist but subtle and 
secret. The word mystery is rarely, if ever used in Scripture in a bad 
sense ; excepting in this passage, and once in the book of Revelation, 
it is uniformly applied to some part of the hidden purposes of GOD S 
love to the Church and to the world, long concealed but at length re 
vealed. Thus we read of " the mystery of the kingdom"* " the wis 
dom of GOD in a mystery"! the mystery of the resurrection! " the 
mystery of the Gospel" " the mystery of GOD, and of the FATHER 
and of CHRIST"|| and above all, "the great mystery of Godliness, 
GOD manifest in the flesh."^f When therefore we find this word so 
consecrated to the deep things of GOD, and here only applied to a prin 
ciple of evil we are prepared to expect something extraordinarily dark, 
profound and perplexing. It is most important that we should care 
fully note this primary, distinguishing characteristic of the predicted 
evil because it at once proves that it cannot point at some things to 
which it has been referred. It cannot foretell the rise and progress of 
the Mahomedan power for that was patent, open, and propagated by 
fire and sword. It cannot point at heathenism, or infidelity, or atheism, 
or any of those avowed and obvious enemies of GOD S truth. It is a 
dark, mysterious, shrouded principle subtle in its approaches, latent 
in its operations and discovered only by its final results. 

It is moreover an iniquitous principle nay, " the mystery of iniquity" 
the most profound, the most subtle development of the principle of 

* Mark iv. 11. t 1 Cor. ii. 7. J 1 Cor. xv. 51. Ephesians vi. 19. 
j| Colosaians ii. 2. HI Timothy iii. 1G. 



evil, and that, contrived and executed by Satan himself. To HIM it is 
expressly referred in the context. " Even HIM whose coming is after 
the working of Satan, with all deceivableness of unrighteousness" or 
wicked deception, (v. 9.) Let this truth also be deposited, and abide 
in our minds : whatever we are about to contemplate of a system 
complicated, fraudulent, cruel, it is not the contrivance of man, or the 
effect of human skill and ingenuity, but it is devised, and executed by 
a superior power " we wrestle not with flesh and blood," in this 
matter " but with principalities, and powers, and the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, with spiritual wickedness in high places."* 
In the development of the great " mystery of iniquity," we shall dis 
cover the finger of Satan the grand antagonistic principle to " the 
great mystery of Godliness." The two mysteries brought into direct 
opposition THE MYSTERY OF GOD and THE MYSTERY OF SATAN ! 

But perhaps the most peculiar and distinctive character of the 
predicted evil is this that it was to spring out of the bosom of the 
Church herself, and its workings were to be all found within the precincts 
of that Church. It was to be "a falling away" an apostacy a cor 
ruption of the house of GOD : and the visible head and representative of 
" the mystery of iniquity" " the man of sin" " the son of perdition" 
" that wicked" was to be seated in the Church " so that he as GOD 
sitteth in the temple of GOD" that is in the Church of GOD the living 
souls and bodies of men, which constitute the only temple recognized in 
the New Testament. Herein we shall see the great Masterpiece of Satan, 
whereby he succeeded in working the Church against herself, and in 
converting her from being the depository of truth and grace, and love 
and salvation to be the abode of all error, false doctrine and sin. 

Trace the working of this fearful system. Behold the primitive, 
Apostolic Church, as presented to our view in the first three centuries. 
She was then a suffering, persecuted Church : her children were led 
forth " as lambs to the slaughter" to be tormented, devoured, and 
to expire amidst the most accumulated tortures ; the heathen 
raged against her successive persecutions swept off her sons and 
daughters, who expired as martyrs in her cause ! Who would 
then have believed, who would have thought it possible, that in 

* Ephesiaus vi. 12. 
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the brief lapse of time, that Church herself should become a bloody 
persecutor ? Who could have imagined that her bishops, priests and 
deacons with all their ecclesiastical privileges and apostolic authority 
should themselves become the most refined, and cruel tormentors of 
GOB S saints ? That mitred abbots, and cowled monks, and dark in 
quisitors should preside over the refined tortures of the saints roasting 
them over slow fires, tearing them on the rack committing all these 
atrocities in the name of HIM " who came not into the world to de 
stroy men s lives, but to save them" and that under pretence of pro 
moting his glory these fanatical priests would shed more innocent blood 
than all the open enemies of CHRIST together : " till the woman was 
drunken with the blood of GOD S saints !"* What could have effected 
such a frightful change in the visible Church of GOD as this : Nothing 
but the working of Satan, the mystery of iniquity ! Persecution is of him ! 
Any Church, and all Churches who have persecuted in the name of 
religion, are so far forth under the influence of the mystery of Satan ! 

Or look again to the suffering primitive Church : for what did they 
endure so patiently and meekly all the rage of the heathen ? simply 
because they abhorred idolatry ! They would sooner be torn limb from 
limb, and yield up their lives, than kiss the pagan Gods or worship the 
heathen demons. Contemplating this noble detestation of all idolatry, 
who again would have believed it possible that that same Christian 
Church, without any professed alteration of its creed should herself 
become one vast idolatrous temple, and should multiply her inferior 
deities, and her graven images, even beyond the pagans themselves ! 
Who would have believed that the children of the Martyrs would bow 
down to stocks and stones would erect images of saints, instead of 
those of heroes in their Churches worshipping the Virgin Mary instead 
of Diana and St. Catherine, St. Agnes, St. Agatha, and many others, 
instead of the Muses and the Graces ! Nay, that the Church should, 
in her turn, imprison, torture, and put to death those who abjured 
her apostacy, and refused homage to her ecclesiastical idols. What 
but the " mystery of iniquity could have accomplished this ! 

Or take those great facts which formed the base of Christianity at its 
first establishment. 1 mean the stupendous miracles wrought by her 

* Ruv. xvii. C. 



first founders, not in Judea alone but throughout the world in 
imperial Rome in mercantile Corinth in the philosophic Athens, and 
in the learned Egypt ; miracles so unquestionable that none in the early 
days of the Church ever ventured to impugn them : the universal belief 
of their reality was common to friends and foes. How then shall their 
credibility be assailed ? By questioning or denying them ? far other 
wise! by base imitation, and by the multiplication of spurious miracles and 
lying wonders ! What so likely to shake the evidence of the true, as 
the substitution of the false miracle ? This character of the great 
delusion is specifically noticed in the prophecy : " the working of 
Satan was to be with all power, and signs, and lying wonders and with 
all deceivableness of unrighteousness." How faithful a picture of the 
event ! as surely as pure Christianity is founded on true miracles, so 
surely is the whole superstructure of the mystery of iniquity raised 
upon false ones. 

But in tracing the progress of this deep principle of evil we have 
yet to notice that Satan has not only thus succeeded in corrupting the 
Church with idolatry and lying miracles, and by introducing the demon 
of persecution but he has done more than this and here is his deepest 
scheme of malevolence and iniquity he has worked the machinery of the 
Church against herself- and availed himsdf tvtn of divine ordinances, and 
spiritual institutions, as so many channels of death and destruction to 
souls ! This requires a more minute investigation. 

There is not one of the institutions of CHRIST of which the enemy 
has not availed himself for the propagation of falsehood and delusion. 
It is true that there are some parts of the Christian machinery which 
Satan never attempts to use if he can avoid it. For instance THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES : we may affirm it as a rule without an exception that in 
every country, clime, and people where the mystery of iniquity is fully 
developed, and where it reigns undisturbed, there the word of GOD is 
withdrawn from circulation and withheld from the people. In protes- 
tant countries where the popular voice calls for the holy scriptures, the 
priests are ashamed to withhold them : but in purely Popish countries 
they are never circulated. Xot that Satan cannot draw weapons 
against the truth even from scripture itself from that armoury he 
stole some of the fiery darts which he hurled at the REDEEMER himself. 
But he knows full well the power of divine truth in the written Word 

B 
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of God ; and that by adhering to it, even a child may confute the 
ministers of superstition, he therefore never appeals to it if he can 
avoid it. 

And so also of another great appointed instrument for the conver 
sion of souls, and the edification of the saints the ordinance of preach 
ing that by which Christianity was originally propagated in all lands 
that living word, with which the flock of GOD is to be fed and 
nurtured, and by which they grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
CHRIST : this ordinance also has always been suppressed where the 
mystery of iniquity fully works. But if men will preach, then even 
this shall be made a proclamation of error and hermits, monks and 
friars, shall publish the merits of saints, and the virtue of pious places 
and relics, instead of the merits of CHRIST or their ministry shall 
arouse a dormant church to deeds of warfare and blood, as in that 
Quixotic enterprize to which Europe was stimulated by the demon of 
superstition the crusades, in which she shed her best and noblest blood 
for nought ! 

But take another institute of CHRIST the Christian Ministry: 
how simple its origin, and obvious its duties as defined in Scripture. 
JESUS appoints twelve disciples as his messengers, evangelists, and 
chief ministers of his Church : they appoint others to holy functions 
and these again are instructed to select others for the same blessed 
office ! " to preach the word" " to teach all nations" to be the 
servants of all, not the lords of his heritage to feed the flock of GOD, 
and to watch for souls as those who must give an account. How 
simple, how reasonable the offices of the Christian ministry ! But what 
has Satan made of this ? Has he impugned its sacred character 
subtracted ought from its dignity and influence ? Far otherwise he 
exalts it, magnifies it elevates it far beyond the intention of its 
founder transforms the preaching, teaching, praying servant of the 
Church, into an arrogant, overbearing, sacrificing, atoning, interceding 
priest clothes the order with mysterious powers invents the mystery 
of the confessional, where into the ear of the listening priest the crimes 
of all men are poured, as into a sink of iniquity and thus a divine institu 
tion becomes, of all others, the most destructive alike of the souls, and of 
the lives, liberties, rational independance spiritual, civil, and intellec 
tual freedom of the world. Of all the transformations of the mystery 
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of iniquity this is the worst : priestcraft spiritual tyranny and domi 
nation no power like this has ever been developed as the scourge and 
the curse of the Church and of the world. 

Nor have even the holy sacraments, ordained by CHRIST himself, 
escaped the ruthless perversions of the mystery of iniquity. Of 
baptism we will only say briefly that to the simple element of water, 
accompanied by the blessing in the three-fold name of the Holy Trinity 
the spirit of superstition has added, oil and even spittle and divers 
ceremonies, invocations and exorcisms : and then attaching to the mere 
performance of the office, necessary grace affirming that water-baptism 
is regeneration, and that it is the invariable channel of spiritual 
efficacy the whole work of the Spirit on the soul of man has been 
darkened and corrupted. The outward sign has been confounded with, 
and substituted for the inward grace and thus the initiatory into 
Christianity has been made any thing but an entrance into the real 
spiritualities of the Christian dispensation. 

But of how much greater corruption and perversion has the other 
blessed sacrament been the subject ! What so simple, touching and 
beautiful as its primitive institution ? At the last Passover at the 
conclusion of the last Jewish ordinance which the SAVIOUR observed 
he took bread and brake and gave it to them saying, " take eat, 
this is my body, and he took the cup, and said, " this is my blood, 
do this as oft as you shall drink it, in remembrance of me !" Could 
it have been believed possible that this simple, spiritual, touching, 
service should be perverted by the Church into the occasion of the 
most debasing idolatry and superstition ! See the Romish mass its 
pompous ceremonial its denial of the cup its consequent destruction 
of the nature of a communion its consecrated wafer said to contain 
and to be changed into the whole body, flesh, bones, mind and soul of 
JESUS CHRIST see its elevation a thousand knees are bent, and a 
thousand heads are bowed down in adoration the most deplorable, 
unscriptural, and offensive to GOD. Thus has the "mystery of 
iniquity" perverted the holiest, most comforting, sanctifying, blessed 
ordinance of CHRIST, into an occasion of wide spread idolatry delusive 
and mischievous to souls, dishonouring and insulting to its Divine 
Founder ! What but Satanic influence could have availed to pro 
duce so deplorable a defection from truth, so grievous a perversion 
to error ? 
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Nor must we shrink from exhibiting the personal head and repre 
sentative of this mystery of iniquity in his true and prophetic character 
the Romish Popedom as " the man of sin the son of perdition ; 
who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called GOD, or that 
is worshipped ; so that he as GOD sitteth in the temple of GOD, showing 
himself that he is GOD." (v. 4.) The faithfulness of this portrait has 
been often denied yet is the likeness indelible and the image true. 
It were impossible here to quote he reiterated evidence afforded by 
history, illustrative of this impious usurpation ; Let the following 
suffice. 

Pope Clement VI. proclaimed in a bull, a jubilee, and promised for 
giveness of sins to all who should come to Rome " If any that has 
" confessed should die by the way, he should be free from all his sins ; 
" and ice do command the angels that they take such a soul out of pur- 
" gatory entirely absolved and introduce it into the glory of Paradise." 

In another Papal manuscript " We command the angels that they 
" carry such a soul into Abraham s bosom as soon as it has left the 
" body." 

On the triumphal arch of Pope Pius VI. was an inscription to this 
effect, " Thou governest the world by thy word and art deservedly 
" believed to be GOD on earth" 

Their Canon law says " the Pope cannot be loosed or bound by 
" any secular power since it is evident that he is called God by that 
" pious Prince Constantine, and it is manifest that God cannot be 
"judged by men." And Pope John XXII. was expressly called " OUR 
" LORD GOD THE POPE." 

" SO THAT HE AS GOD SITTETH IN THE TEMPLE OP GOD, SHOAV- 
" ING HIMSELF THAT HE IS GoD." 

Here is the prediction there is the fulfilment : look on this, look 
on that it might be history instead of Prophecy ! Is not this the 
" mystery of iniquity" " the man of sin ?" 

Nor is it merely by words and titles such as these that the predic 
tion is accomplished it were an easy task to show that all the personal 
dignities and offices of CHRIST have been usurped by this personal re 
presentation of the mystery of iniquity. The Pope is the Prophet, 
Priest and King of the Church " he openeth and no man shutteth 
he shutteth and no man openeth" and in this ho intrudes into the 
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office of the only head of the Church, our glorious LORD. It is he 
alone who has unsearchable riches of merit to bestow on sinners, but 
the Pope assume this office also holding, and dispensing merits as he 
pleases and that for money ! In a word this great mystery of iniquity 
has corrupted all doctrine defaced all holy ordinances, and has made 
the whole machinery of the church subservient to his darkest, and most 
destructive purposes. A master hand spiritual wickedness is here ! 
But let us turn to our second subject of investigation. 



II. THE PERIOD OF THE DEVELOPMENT OE THIS MYSTERY 

INIQUITY. And first be it noticed, that the Evangelical Prophet affirms 
that this mysterious principle did already work, even in his time. In the 
Primitive Church, under the personal guidance of inspired Apostles 
amidst miraculous agencies, and divine interference in the age to 
which some would fondly look back for spiritual perfection- then, even 
then, the mystery of iniquity did, already work. Subtle principle of 
darkness ! Hindered in its immediate development its ambitious 
purposes restrained by the dominance of another power the Imperial 
Power of Pagan Rome yet it worked it diffused itself through the 
Christian Churches as a baneful principle, corrupting the faith of some 
and the practice of others, at once introducing Judaizing teachers, and 
heathen vices, and preparing the way for the successful corruption of the 
great apostacy, " when he that now letteth shall be taken out of the 
way." (v. 7.) How lamentable that from the very first dawn of 
Christianity the darkness set in ! That at the spring and fountain of 
truth its waters were disturbed and polluted. What an impenetrable 
mystery hangs over the movements of Satan in the Church of Christ 
from the very beginning. Yet it were easily shewn that the seeds of 
every corrupt principle, and false doctrine, which has since disturbed 
and divided the Church, were sown by the Great Enemy, in the first 
centuries, and even under the eyes of the Apostles. The Prophet fur 
ther intimated that when the hinderance to which he alluded should be 
taken out of the way, the mystery of iniquity would display itself in 
the Church that it would usurp the supreme power, and continue to 
work till CHRIST should come in person to destroy it. 

To trace the steps, by which this wonderful prediction has been 
receiving its accomplishment from that day to this, would be the work 
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of a volume rather than of one discourse. Yet we must take a bird s 
eye view of the rise and progress of this baneful power observing more 
particularly its marvellous tenacity of life under the most adverse cir 
cumstances, and the buoyancy with which it has again and again risen 
to the surface, when it appeared to be finally submerged and swallowed 
up. In fact we shall find that according to the prophecy, the mystery 
of iniquity is indestructible. 

The conversion of the Emperor Constantine to the Christian faith 
closed the pagan dynasty of Rome and while this event appeared to 
favor the progress of the Gospel, it opened the door for the aggrandize 
ment of the Priesthood and the Episcopate and ultimately led to the 
supremacy of the Bishop of Rome. We cannot follow the history 
minutely the division of the Church into eastern and western -or 
the conflicts and squabbles of the Pope and the Patriarch for supreme 
power. Suffice it to say that ultimately the western potentate pre 
vailed and continued. But now observe the successive inroads on this 
spiritual dynasty, which it not only sustained, but out of which it arose, 
again and again triumphant. Scarcely had the Man of Sin been well 
seated on that eminence which marked him as the prophetic Anti 
christ when the fair lands of southern Europe were overflowed with the 
torrent of northern barbarians the Goths and Vandals sweeped away 
all before them thrones, potentates and antient dynasties offered no 
sufficient barrier to the mighty inundation. The vestiges of antient 
grandeur and the remains of science and art, were demolished by the 
barbarous hordes. But Avhat of the Popedom ? That almost alone 
remains it survives the wreck of nations receives the invaders to its 
bosom converts them to its faith and they soon are reckoned among 
the most willing, abject and superstitious of its slaves ! Again another 
formidable antagonist to Christianity arises the Mahomedan power. 
Before it also nations bow down the eastern limb of the Church is 
withered and paralysed the rival spiritual potentate the Patriarch of the 
East is prostrate, and as a secular authority annihilated. But the western 
usurpation continues the Popedom only gathers strength, and spreads 
its baneful influence over the nations of Europe. Then ages of sullen, 
dark, mysterious rule succeed : the mystery of iniquity reigns undis 
turbed brooding over the nations it is a period of spiritual, intellectual 
and mental stagnation. But soon the most formidable enemy springs 
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up out of her own dark bosom, and shakes the whole machinery of the 
mystery of iniquity to its centre. Luther and the Protestant reforma 
tion threaten to circumscribe the limits of the dominion of darkness 
many powerful nations escape its influence civil and religious liberty 
burst forth upon mankind, and men fondly hope that the reign of 
antichrist is at an end. Sad delusion almost at the same instant 
Ignatius Loyala, the Luther of the Roman power, and his enthusiastic 
followers appeared in the conflict the luxury of licentious Rome 
gave place to asceticism, and missionary enterprise and the mystery 
of iniquity, driven back for a while from the northern nations of 
Europe, spread its blighting influence over South America, India, its 
archipelago, and even China itself compensating for losses nearer 
home by mighty conquests abroad. 

Time again rolls on Protestantism does not maintain its vitality 
and power it makes no conquests hardly holds its own becomes 
cool, lukewarm, rational, and worldly-minded. The ancient mystery is 
gradually undermining its influence when a new enemy suddenly ap 
pears in the field. France Popish France ! becomes the arena of 
revolution republicanism infidelity and atheism : Romanism ap 
pears to receive her death blow she is scouted out of the nation 
the Pope is dethroned and becomes a state prisoner now at length do 
many say antichrist is fallen : abominable as are infidelity and atheism, 
they have at least abolished and superseded the most antient and deadly 
enemy of scriptural truth ! But again were the servants of GOD to be 
disappointed. Within half a century from the destruction of the very 
name and influence of the mystery of iniquity in the great empire of 
France, we find her again enthroned there her dominion restored 
her gorgeous temples beautified thronging multitudes of rich and 
poor crowd to her superstitious and idolatrous worship ; and an en 
lightened and cultivated Archbishop in the fair city of Paris, and in 
the year 1845 , is not ashamed to announce the disgraceful exhibition 
to the bewildered and deluded victims of superstition (" Father 
forgive them they know not what they do !") the exhibition of a 
drop of the Saviour s Uood, and a drop of the milk of the blessed 
Virgin Mary ! " The mystery of iniquity doth already work." 
Yes, it doth and never, perhaps, in the whole history of its baneful 
career was it in a more active, progressive, ambitious posture ; never since 
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the Reformation did it more vigorously pursue its victories over light 
and truth than at the present moment. Contemplating the marvellous 
history of this mysterious power, even the men of this world, her his 
torians, politicians, and philosophers, stand amazed. They behold 
amidst the wreck of many nations, and the extinction of almost every 
antient dynasty in Europe, this spiritual power alone surviving : com 
pared with the Popedom every throne is modern : contrasted with her 
complicated machinery of ecclesiastical and political chicanery, all the 
policy of earthly statesmen is puerile and childish. A power and an 
influence that is capable of universal adaptation which vegetates in 
ignorance flourishes in the halls of science revels in the courts of 
princes dwells in the cells of anchorites maintains itself alike among 
barbarous hordes, and highly cultivated nations lives in all climates 
and fraternizes with all the tribes of man what human head could 
devise, what human hand direct this vast machinery of evil ? None 
none it is not of man it is of Satan it is the mystery of iniquity 
and bears the impress of the finger of the Prince of Darkness. 

I have hitherto purposely abstained from noticing the workings of 
this mystery of iniquity in our own land and among ourselves. But 
the occasion on which we are met and the peculiar times in which we 
live, demand a special consideration for this part of our subject. We 
must therefore glance at the progress of this evil in our own country 
both civilly and spiritually its inroads alike on the body politic, and 
ecclesiastic upon our nation and on our Church. And here that we 
may keep within definable limits, let us take that very period, that very 
day, that occasion, to which our attention is partly directed as a ground 
of thankfulness this morning. A nation dismisses one King, simply 
because he was a Papist she receives with acclamation another 
changing the direct line of succession from one more near to one 
more remote, simply because he was a Protestant. Observe the 
posture of the national mind at that period, and the measures 
adopted to secure and preserve to themselves, and their children s 
children that civil and religious liberty, and that exemption from the 
Roman tyranny beneath which their country had suffered such wrongs. 
I am not discussing the wisdom or justice of the protective laws which 
were then enacted by men who understood the mystery of iniquity far 
better than we do ; it is enough for my argument that the People 
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together with their legislature King, Lords, and Commons -combined 
with one heart and one mind to frame such a system of government and 
such a code of statutes as might secure them from the inroads of 
Italian artifices and intrigues, and for ever preserve the ascendancy of 
protestant truth. The art and skill and wisdom of man could not 
devise more cogent measures against the intrusion of the mystery of 
iniquity. If then that dark and subtle power can prevail to break 
through such barriers as these and if by force or subtlety it can in the 
course of time succeed in sweeping all, or nearly all of them away we 
have fresh evidence of the super-human agency which even now 
" worketh" among us ! 

And how wonderfully has it succeeded ! I have no hesitation in 
affirming that since the day when the spirit of good King George III. 
of blessed memory, departed, the point of a Popish wedge has been 
introduced into our entire social system impelled by a hidden force it 
has gradually, steadily, without one failure, penetrated, on, and on, and 
on, forcing itself into our national institutions often imperceptibly 
unless, as from time to time, we are aroused from our fatal slumbers 
by the crushing of some of our antient barriers, and then we slumber 
again, and the operation proceeds and when will it end ? never ! 
until it has effaced every vestige of Protestantism from our legislature, 
our statutes and our laws ! Compare our present constitution with that 
which existed when those events occurred for which we are still, ivith 
sinyular inconsistency, called as on this day, to give thanks ! Then our 
houses of Parliament consisted only of men professing Protestantism 
like a pure, primitive rock, of original formation the rock of truth ! 
But now our legislative is composite, and still in a transition state : 
there may sit, side by side, the Jew and the Christian the Papist, the 
Jesuit and the Protestant the Unitarian, the scoffer, and the member 
of the Church of England and this is the composition of the body 
which legislates on our laws and our religion ! What can we expect 
from a body so constituted ? What but that which we have received 
the sample and the earnest of more ! A feeble barrier yet lingers 
around the throne itself but how long this illiberal exclusion shall be 
permitted to our monarch or how soon such a legislature may invite our 
beloved Protestant Queen to cancel her Coronation oath, none can tell ! 
I should think that the illustrious blood of the Protestant house of 
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Orange would rather freeze in the veins of Victoria, than she would put 
her hand to such an instrument ! But see how the mystery of iniquity 
has worked and prevailed in our state and nation ! How soon it may 
become ascendant and dominant none can tell ! And if it were so, who 
would guarantee the continuance of Victoria s beneficent sway ? nought 
can shake the Protestant throne, but the successful intrigues, and wily 
schemes of the " mystery of iniquity." 

But if our condition as a nation be unhappy with respect to the 
accessions of political power to Rome, our position, ecclesiastically 
and spiritually, is in this respect, even more to be deplored. 
Here, too, we must contemplate the efforts of our martyred 
forefathers, the Reformers of our Church, to place her in a posi 
tion, unassailable by the mystery of iniquity. Articles of faith were 
framed, not only maintaining all the great gospel truths which are 
opposed to the Romish doctrines but specifically condemnatory of 
those doctrines : the thirty-nine articles were composed with this 
express object the homilies were written and ordered to be read in 
Churches with the same view and all that faithful and wise men 
could do to purge the Church of the Romish heresy, was done : oaths, 
the most solemn and binding, were imposed on Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons declaring that the tenet of the Pope s authority in this realm 
was "a damnable doctrine" and that the Romish Church is both " su 
perstitious and idolatrous." And these oaths and barriers, and tests and 
covenants, remain to this day &gt;and yet, could it have been believed ? 
ecclesiastical Catalines have conspired against us nearly thirty clergy 
men of this Protestant Church, aftei treacherously abiding in her 
bosom, sowing seeds of disaffection and ecclesiastical treason have, 
with many of their lay disciples, both men and women, apostatized to 
Rome, and buried themselves in the mystery of iniquity. Many more 
of similar principles yet remain, who must, or ought to follow them !* 

* That 1 am not here libelling the party is fearfully proved by a letter which has 
recently appeared from the pen of a truly Protestant Brother, disclosing the dis 
honesty of their present proceedings. Mr. Golightly convicts them of publishing in 
the Oxford and Cambridge Review, (a periodical that affects to be " the worthy 
representative of Oxford and Cambridge :") an article from the pen of a Popish 
student at Stonyhurst and this in defence of the Jesuits ! The accusation rests 
upon the following evidence drawn from the Romanist publication, called " The 
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Let us not be deluded with the idea that all who have Homeward 
tendencies have seceded, and that the danger is past. Far and wide 
within the pale of our Protestant Church, have they cast the blighting 
seeds of the mystery of iniquity. At no period since the Reformation 
has the essence and spirit of Romanism been so infused into our spiritual 
and social system. Our literature, science and philosophy are impreg 
nated with it : it insinuates itself into our domestic circles not seldom 
are tutors, governesses and servants made the instruments of its intro 
duction to our families : it is pourtrayed in pictures, modelled in 
ornaments and carefully disseminated through the land in ten 
thousand books and tracts of many-coloured pages. It is more 
fully displayed in the tawdry decorations of our Churches, and 
the pompous ceremonials of our public services and consecrations. It 
is taught in the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, as held by some 
and in that of apostolic descent as held by others (a dogma no where 
to be found in our authorized formularies) it is upheld and fostered 
by those who unduly exalt the Priesthood and the Episcopate, incul 
cating a slavish and irrational submission of the people to the Priest, 
and of the Priest to the Bishop. Far be it from me to impugn that 
reasonable, intelligent, conscientious obedience and subordination to 
constituted authorities, which a regard to social and ecclesiastical order 
requires and enjoins the only obedience which an enlightened Christian 
Bishop would desire or enforce. But the blind prostration of mind 
which some exhibit, and others inculcate as a test of orthodoxy, is 
destructive not only of all independance and liberty of thought and 
conscience, but of moral responsibility itself. 



Tablet ;" the accredited organ of Rome. " THE ADMIRABLE ARTICLES FROM THE 
Oxford and Cambridge Review, IN DEFENCE OP THE JESUITS AGAINST EUGENE 

SUE, THOUGH APPEARING IN A PROTESTANT PERIODICAL, AND THEREFORE 
COMING OUT UNDER PROTESTANT SANCTION, AS A PROTESTANT VINDICATION 
OF THE GREAT ORDER FOUNDED BY Si. IGNATIUS, WAS IN REALITY THE 
PRODUCTION OP A CATHOLIC PEN, MYLES GERALD KEON, A YOUNG AND 
RISING WRITER, AN ALUMNUS OF STONYHURST COLLEGE ! !" HOW long shall 

we expect honest dealings from men of dishonest principles ? Fraud is sanctioned, 
consecrated, canonized in the Church of Rome ! It would not be the mystery of 
iniquity if it were otherwise nor bear the faithful impress of its founder the 
" Father of lies." 
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And whence has this spirit of superstition sprung ? Alas we know 
full well its source ! In the heart of a learned, protestant university 
among some of the most distinguished of her sons and within the 
space of ten or fifteen short years, has all this deplorable mischief been 
accomplished. And has no hand been held up against it ? were no 
censures pronounced by those in authority ? was nothing done to stay 
the plague ? Alas, the disturbers of our Israel were cherished and 
caressed, their talents were praised, their Christian spirit was held up 
as an example to their opponents, their learning was extolled and 
their writings if at all condemned, were censured in terms so gentle, 
that they savoured more of praise than blame ! While on the other 
hand, the parochial clergy and others who, faithful to their trust, pro 
claimed the danger and predicted the consequences of these dishonest 
and fraudulent writings, were frowned upon as ignorant bigots, and 
fanatics and denounced by some, as little better than irreverend 
dissenters. But were our predictions false ? were our assertions 
alas ! groundless ? did we accuse our brethren falsely when we said 
that they and their writings tended towards Rome ! Let these teachers 
of error answer for themselves from amidst the cloistered cells of monks 
or from beneath the shades of the Vatican whither they have at 
length betaken themselves ! 

Yet does not heavy guilt rest somewhere ? Who is responsible for 
these things ? If matters are allowed to continue thus and Papists may 
walk in and out of our church almost unnoticed and unscathed the 
condition of our church is pitiable and will soon become contemptible ! 
We shall be the laughing-stock of Priests and Jesuits. A protestant 
Church only on paper, with a popish priesthood, and popish ceremonies 
and decorations. It is with grief and sorrow of heart I thus speak. 
I see the very vitals of the Christian faith decaying the case is 
desperate in the extreme yet many say, " peace, peace be moderate 
let us attend each to our spiritual duties and all will be well there 
is much good as well as much evil in these men and their opinions" 
meanwhile our flocks are straying, our sheep are stolen and the 
wolves devour them ! The truth must be spoken, it must not be with 
held we speak with confidence as in the presence of GOD and as in 
the presence also of Him who " works this mystery of iniquity!" Erery 
Bishop who does not wield the authority vested in him to drive out of 



his diocese this leaven of the mystery of iniquity, incurs an awful 
weight of responsibility ! If he foster and cherish the popishly affected 
clergy ; while he discourages the faithful and the protestant that 
Prelate, be he who he may, is verily guilty before his Church, his 
country, and his GOD ! Every Pastor who fails to warn his flock, and to 
proclaim the dangers to which their souls are exposed every master of 
a family, every father, mother, or guardian every member of the social 
body who does not watch over all who look up to him, lest the plague- 
spot should infect their souls every one who so neglects his duty will 
have much to answer for, both before GOD and before man ! 

And this suggests the last enquiry how and ivhen shall this mystery 
of iniquity be subdued and destroyed? The Apostle teaches us to reply, 
NEVER, NEVER until the LORD himself again appears, " to consume 
him with the spirit of his mouth, and to destroy him with the brightness of 
his coming I know there are good and wise men who take a different 
view of this part of the prediction : but I am at a loss to understand 
how they maintain their interpretation. The leading subject, as well 
as the original occasion of this whole prophecy is so clearly the second 
Advent of CHRIST, that to understand his coming, in ver. 9, to be the 
coming of his spirit and power, or the publication of his truth, appears 
to me forced and unnatural. It was the expectation of his sudden 
appearance that elicited this prophecy; " the day of CHRIST" in the 
second verse, and the " coming of our LORD JESTJS CHRIST," in the 
first, evidently point to the same event. And then the Apostle foretold 
what must first occur a hindrance is to be removed a wicked power 
to be revealed and to triumph and then he adds that this " wicked" 
shall be destroyed with the brightness of his coming. 

Yet some vainly hope that the " mystery of iniquity" shall be 
overthrown before the end of this dispensation. But by what means is 
it to be accomplished ? Is it by the cultivation of the human intellect 
and the diffusion of secular knowledge ? Why should they achieve so 
great a work ? if so, why did not the talent and philosophy of atheistic 
France accomplish it ? or do we forget that some of the fraternity of 
darkness, the Society of Jesuits, have been among the most learned and 
intelligent of men ? 

"But truth is great and must prevail! an adage of earthly 
formation ! Why should truth prevail in a world of falsehood and 
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where every natural man prefers that which is erroneous to that which 
is true. " Because I tell you the truth, therefore ye believe me not." 

" But the diffusion of pure Christianity will disperse the mists 
of darkness and before the Gospel of GOD, the mystery of iniquity 
will flee away." Why then did not this effect follow at the Refor 
mation ? never was the Gospel proclaimed more fully and faithfully, 
yet Romanism survived. The expectation is vain, and as it appears to 
me, unscriptural. I see not one single promise throughout the New 
Testament to lead me to expect a universal, or even a general diffusion 
of the truth of GOD on the contrary, I see here a clear prediction that 
the mystery of iniquity will continue unto the end. And it is a fact 
worthy of all consideration, that in no one country on the face of the 
earth has pure Christianity continued from the first, maturing and 
ripening and going on to perfection to the end, No, beloved brethren, 
I see no hope of the extinction of this mysterious power I believe it 
be indestructible because it is to fall only by the hand of HIM " who 
is able even to subdue all things to himself." 

What then is to be done ? Are we to sit down inactive and leave 
the field open to the adversary ? Because he cannot be extinguished 
and destroyed, may he not be effectually opposed and restrained ? as 
suredly he may. Our duty at this great emergency is clear and 
urgent. It is true that the State deserts us it is vain and hope 
less to expect a retrograde movement, or even a pause in its on 
ward course ; the Church though strong on paper, seems powerless in 
the hands of Romanists and seceders ; there is no visible rallying 
point no common platform on which t ) plant a united band ; it must 
not be concealed and cannot be denied that the faithful friends of scrip 
tural truth are dissevered, and divided ; and their great enemy is one ; 
united in purpose combined in operation widely diffused, but not 
disunited, the powers of darkness come down upon us. Let then each 
man, each lonely believer, " sigh and cry in secret" over the spiritual 
defection of his fatherland ! Let him pray day and night for the rem 
nant of the people that is left, that they may be preserved from the 
mystery of iniquity. Each one must first look to his own soul he must 
see to it that he has a personal interest in CHRIST that he has made his 
calling and election sure that he is walking with Go Din truth and love 
and holiness : and then let all who are thus minded combine in a spiritual 
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effort to uphold the one only system which can effectually grapple with 
the mystery of iniquity, namely " The great mystery of godlines, GOD 
manifest in the flesh /" Let us rally around the great fundamental 
truths of Christ s Gospel before which Antichrist cannot stand ! Up 
hold the supreme authority and sufficiency of Holy Scripture above and 
beyond all human authority, traditions and ecclesiastical interpretations. 
Uphold the divine inalienable right of private judgment and individual 
responsibility. Protest against the sufficiency of sacraments alone, and 
of themselves to save, or convey effectual grace. Maintain the true 
nature of the Christian Ministry against the Jewish corruptions of a 
sacrificing, interceding, atoning Priesthood. Exalt the all-sufficiency 
and abundance of the salvation of the Gospel of JESUS CHRIST , 
justification by faith only in His blood and righteousness, without 
merit of works conversion, sanctification, and support in the Christian 
conflict by the Holy Spirit of GOD the security, final salvation and 
blessedness of the elect people of GOD chosen from all eternity 
redeemed by the blood of CHRIST called effectually in due time and 
" kept by the power of GOD, through faith unto salvation :" and 
finally "look for and haste unto" the second glorious appearing of our 
Great GOD and SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST to destroy and abolish the 
mystery of iniquity and its author the father of lies, the great enemy of 
GOD and man : and upon the ruins of error, falsehood, and iniquity, to 
establish his Eternal and glorious kingdom "in the new Heavens, 
and in the new Earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." " O LORD ! 
hasten it in thy time !" " Come LORD JESUS, come quickly !" 
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